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Emeioodia amwAgiag ouveidnong kai
KapSIayyeIaKO oVOTHHO

MEPIAHWH

Ta emeloddia ammwAeiag ovveidnong (EAX) eivar 1diaitepa
oLXVG oTny TToudIKr Ko eé@nPikA nAikia. MpéopaTeg peAéTeg
ava@épouyv 6Tl €va OTa TTEVTE TTaIdIG (KLPIWS KOPITOIR) TTa-
povaiI&el TOLAGXIOTOV Eval ETTEIO60I0 TIPIV A6 TNV eVNAIKI-
o). AANeG OTATIOTIKEG SeEfXVOLV OTI TA TTEPIOTATIKG AUTG
ATTOTEAOVV €Val ONPAVTIKG HEPOS TNG KIVNONG TwV e§WTEPIKWV
IOTPEIWV YIX ETTEIYOVTO TTEPIOTATIKA.

H aiTiohoyia eivai TroIkiAn, evad o1 pnxaviopol TTOAAEG (popEg
TTAPOAHEVOLY OOIEVKPIVIOTOL. XTIG TTEPICOOTEPES TIEPITITOTEIG
Ta AiTIa gival aBwar kail 1 Tpdyvwon KoAr. H pévn emikivou-
VI KOTNYyopia eival auTH OTNV OTTOIN TO AITICN OPEIOVTOI OE
TTOOAOEI§ TOU KAPOIaYYEIOKOU CUOTAPATOS. 1" QLTS KAl OTO
GpBpo avTd n Tagivépunon Twv EAX yiveTon ge avagopd oTo
KOPOIOYYEIOKG OUOTNHO PE TPEIG DIOPOPETIKES TIPOOEYYIOEIS.
AITIONTTOL €XOUV EPUPEOT OXE0N PE TO KAPOIAYYEIOKO OUOTNHA,
aiTION TTOL €X0LV GHEOT) OXEOT HE TO KAPDIOYYEIOKO GUOTHO KOl
aiTiax Tov dev €xovV OX€oN He TO KAPOIAYYEIOKS GUOTNHAL.

H di1Gtyvwaon otnpideTal KUPIwg OTO I0TOPIKS, EQPOOOV OTNV
KAIVIKT] e€€TOOT), OLVABWG, Sev LTTAPXOLV ELPHAPATO. & KAOE
TEPITTTWOT, ETTEION OI KAPSIAYYEIOKIG ATIOAOYIOG AVWHOAIEG,
OTTWG 01 OLYYEVEIG KOPSIOTTABEIEG, O APPUOUIEG K.ATT. TTOA-
AEg popég Palouv oe TTOAD cofapoulg Kivdvivoug Tn {wir Tou
aoBevr|, Ba TpéTrel var YiveTal TTaidokapdIoAoYIKOG €Aeyxos. H
TTa160VELPOAOYIKH eEETOON KPIVETOI ETTIONG AVOYKOIOX Y10 TOV
QATTOKAEIOHO TOAVAS ETIANPIOG 1} GAAWV TTABOAOYIKWV KATO-
OTAOEWV. XTIG TTEPITITWOEIG TTOV TTOAVOAOYEITOI PUXOYEVHS
alTiohoyia 8a TpETrel va AapBavovTtal Ta KaTGAAnAa pétpa. H
QVTIHETWTTION OTOXEVEI KUPIWG OTNV ATTOCOBNoT TWV KIVOUVWV
atré TO KAPSIOYYEIOKS CUOTNHA. H GLUVTNPNTIKY, POPHOKEVTIKH,
EMEPPATIKA 1] XEIPOLPYIKH AVTIHETDOTTION £PAPPSLETAI GTTOV
kpiveTal okoTigo. H emAnyio ko T GAAG VEUPOAOYIKK TTPO-
BAjpaTa xpeid{ovTal To KATGAANAO BePATTELTIKG OXAHO.
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ITa TEPIOTATIKG He Eva €wg b0 e1TeloddIq,
XWPIG TTABOAOYIKG OIKOYEVEIOKS I0TOPIKG ( 0lipvidIOg
BdvaTog o€ veapn NAIKIX) 1| aKSpo Kot pe adéppia
f] YOVEIG TTou TTapovaiGlouv TTOPSHOIX ETTEICEDIN;, 1)
QVTIPETATTION eivon e0KOAN Kail o dnpiovpyel avn-
OUXIEG. XTIG TTEPITITWOEIG Pe TTOAOTIAG £TTEI000I
HTTOPEI VO XPEIOOTEN KOl (POIPHOKEVTIKNA BEPOTTEIQ,
XWPIG va LTTEPXOLV IBIAITEPO ATTOTEAEOPATIKG 1)
ETTOPKWG OOKIPOOPEVO OTON TTAIOIG PAPHOKOL. €
BapUTepa TEPIOTATIKG (OTTAVIA) pE TTOAAQTIAG
NUeEPROIa ETEICOdI OLVIOTATAI EICAYWYT] OTO
VOOOKOMEIO YIO TTOAPAKOA0VONOT KOl OVTIHET®-
mion. (AgAt A Naidiatp Kaiv Maven Aénvav 2007,
54(2):160-164)

NEZEIC EUPETNPIAOUOU: £TTEICOOI0 OTTWDAEIOG OUVEI-
dnong, kapdIayy€eIaKS oUOTNUA.

EIZATOIH

Ta ereioddia amwAeiog ovveidnong (EAX) atro-
TeEAOVV évar amré T OLUXVOTEPO TTPOPARHOTO TNS
mraudikrig kan epnPixiis NAikiog™. Mpéopaeg peNéTeg
avoPEPOLVY OTI 1% TWV ETTIOKEPEWY OTA EEWTEPIKG
IOTPEID VIO ETTEYOVTO TIEPIOTOTIKG OPEMETOI OE
EAY, evad ToAaidTepeg avédvouv Tn ouxveTNTA
0€ 3%. ACIOTTIOTEG OTATIOTIKEG EPYOTieg defyvouv
671 70 15 = 20% Twv TTaudIY, TPIV TNV NAIKIC TwV
18 £TWV, KLUPIWG KOPITOIQ, £€XOLV TTAPOVOIGOEI
TOUVAGXIOTOV €va TETOIO £TTeloddlo. H ouxvéTnTa
OTOUG OTPATEVHEVOUG VEOUG PETOED 17-26 £TWV
@OiveETOI GTI PTGVEI OTO 25%

H aitiodoyior Twv EAX eivan oikiAn ko TToAAEG
POpPEG o1 pnxaviapoi dev eivar eDkoAO vor dIEVKPI-
VIOTOUV. XTIG TTEPIOTOTEPES TTEPITITWOEIG EXOLV
OX€0N HE TO VELPIKG OUOTNHQ, EVA OE GAAEG pE TO
KapdIayYEIOKS. TNV TTAEIOPN@IC TWV TTEPIOTOTI-
KAV, TTOU 1 aITIOAOYIO OPEETAI TE DIATAPOXES TOUL
VEUPIKOU GUOTAPOTOS, TA ETTEITOOIG CLVABWS EivVal
aBWa Kai N TTPSYvwor ko', ‘OTav PG opeile-
TOI 0TO KAPSIXYYeIoKS oVOTHHA, O KivOuvol TTov
eMoxevoLV eival HEYGAOI Kail TOETTEITGDIO SUVNTIKG
BovaTnopa’’. Mo To AGyo auTd, 0To GpBpo YiveTal
TPooTéOeIa TOEIVOUNONG TwV aITiwv pe Béon To
kapdiayyeioké ovoTnpa. ‘ETol, Ta EAX prropei va
opeilovTal og TPEIG KUPIEG KATNYOPIEG aiTiwv. 1)
AITI0(TTOU €XOUV €PPEDN OXEOT HE TO KAPOIOYYEIOKO
o0oTNpa. 2) AITia TToU €X0LV GUEDT OXEON HE TO
kapdiayyelokd oboTnpa. 3) AiTia Touv dev €xouv
OX€0N PE TO KOPOIOYYEIKS CUOTNHO.

H ta&ivéunon auth pmropel va avei 1d1aiTepa

XpAoIun, Té00 yia TN didyvwon 600 Kal yia Thv
OVTIPHETATION, GAAG KUPIWG YIX TNV ATTOQPUYH TWV
duvnTikG emikivouvwy yia T {wr Tov aoBevolg
KOTOOTGAOEWV.

1. Aimia Tov €xouv €ppeon) oxéon pe To Kapdiay-
YEIGKO OUOTNpO:

AtroTeAoVV Ta oUXVETEPa aiTia EAX. OcpeilovTan
0€& VELPOKOPOIOYEVH QITIO, TA OTIOI TIPOKAAOUV
dIaTAPOKES 0T AEITOLPYIGH TOL AVTGVOHOL VELPIKOV
OULOTAHATOG TTOL €XOULV OXEON HE TOV EAEYXO TNS
KapdIaKAG OLXVOTNTOG KOl TNG OPTNPICKHS TTiE-
0ONg'. XTO IGTOPIKG TWV GOBEVWV GUTWYV, CLUVABWS,
ava@EPETal 6TI vad TO TTaIdl BpiokdTav ag 6pbia
kaBI0TH B€0n Tapovoicoe (GAn, vauTia, wxpoTn-
TO KOl TEAIKG OTTWAEIOt TOU PUiKOD TEVOUL KOl TS
OLVEIONONG. ZTIG TTEPICOGTEPES TIEPITITWOEIG PHETH
TO TTEPOIG TOV ETTEICOOIOL TO TTANdIG dev BupoVVTON
TO TEPIOTATIKG. XTAVIQ, 6TV LTTAPXEl HEYAAN
Bpadukapdia kai LTTETOOT YIO HEYOAUTEPO XPOVIKG
didoTnua, pmropel va TapatnpnOel eyKe@aAIkr
avofia kon otraopoi’. Mapdlo ov To €ibog Twv
OTIOOHAV SIAQEPEI AT QUTE TG ETTIANYIOS, PTTOPET
va dnpiovpynBouvv poPAfpaTa Siapopikig Siéryvw-
ons. O1 unxaviopol TnG VEVPOKAPOIOYEVOUG AITIO-
Aoyiag dev €xouv dievkpivioTel TTARpwS. YTTdpxouv
Bewpieg OTTWG AUTH TNG TTEPIPEPIKIS OTAONG TOU
afpaTog Adyw 6pBiag 0TAONG. TNV TEPITTTWON
oUTH EAXTTAOVETAI 1) PAEPIKA ETTIOTPOPH, ALEGVEL N
évraon Tng CLOTOANG Kal N kapdiakA ouxvoTnTa. O
EYKEPOANOG EKAOPBEVOVTOG THV KATAOTOOT QUTH WS
LTTEPTOON, EAXTTWVEI TOV TGVO TOL OUPTIAONTIKOU,
TPOKOADVTAG WXPOTNTA, £PIOPWOT, TAXVTIVOIQ,
OpPXIKG TOXUKOPdIa Kol 0Tr auvéxeia Bpadukapdia
pE LTTETOOT KOl ETTAKGAOLOO TNV ATTWAEIN OLVEL-
Snons™’. Mia 6AAn Bewpia avapépel wg orTion Tn
o00TIa0N TOV EYKEPOAIKDV ayyeiwv Xwpi§ Tnv
omapén Bpadukapdiag kar vréTaong . H op-
600 TATIK U1T(’)T0(or]3 (ouxvOTEPN OTOV LYPNAS,
AETITO CWPATOTLTIO” €V ATTOTEAET GLUXVH AITIOK
yia TNV TTaudIK NAIKIQ, TTHPGAO TTOU OPICHEVOI
TMOTEVOLY OTI N EAATTWHEVN CLXVOTNTS TNG
o@eiAeTan 0T PN eTTapKn digpedvnon. OswpeiTal
OTI TIPOKOAEITAI ATTS TTOAVTTAPAYOVTIKG QITIOK.
MBavoloyeiTan 6T1 oedeTal o€ EAAPP& HOPPN
XPOVIOG SIATAPOYAS TOL AVTOVOHOL VELPIKOV
OUOTHHOTOG, HE ATTOTEAEOHC TN HEIWHEVN TTEPI-
PEPIKN AYYEIOOLOTOAR KATG TNV 6pOIx OTAOT.
Qg amoTéAeopa, TTPOKAAEITOI TaXUKAPSIT, N
oTroia givall SuVATS VO TTAPEPHNVEVTEN WG TTO-
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poSuopiki @AeBokopPiki Toxvkapdia. H kap-
dlokf ouxvOeTNTO OTNV 6pBIa BEDN AVEGVETA
kat& 30 TepiTov oPUEEI§ avé AeTrT6, prropel de
va apartnpnolv ouxveTnTES TG T&ENS Tou 120
- 160 avé AeTrTo.

ZT1a veupokapdioyevr] EAX rapdéAo mou n aiti-
oloyia Kal o1 pnxovIopoi 6ev €xouv dIEVKPIVIOOET
mAfPWS, N TPSEYVWwon cuviBws eival GpioTn'.

2. AiTia rou £X0VV GpEOT) OX£0T) PE TO KApPSIayYEIOKO
ovoTNnHa:

Eved Ta aiTia Tng mponyoUpEvng KaTnyopiag
YEVIKG BewpolvTal aBwa, oxedov GAa To i TIa TG
KaTnyopiag auTHg eival TTOAD oofoapd kail SuvnTIKG
Bavatn@opa” . Mobroelg, 6TWS N OTEVWON TNG
aopTAg", N LTTEPTPOPIKA pLOKAPSIOTGPEIR ', O
GANeG HUOKOPOIOTTEOEIES, OAAG KOl GAAEG OUYYEVELG
KapOIOTIABEIES, KUPIWG QUTEG PHETG TG XEIPOLP-
YK €EpPaon 1 GG Kol AUTEG TTOL dev X0V
OKOHO QVTIUETWTTIOTE! ETEPPATIKG 1] XEIPOLPYIKS,
aTroTeAOVV 101ITEPO ETTIKIVOUVEG KATAOTAOEIS .
AKOHO KOl O1 OXETIKG OTTAVIEG OUYYEVEIG 1] ETTIKTNTES
avwpoAieg Twv aTegaviaiov (1r.x. vooog Kawasaki)
Sev TpéTel va BewpolvTal aTriBoves .

Mia GAAN pEYGAN ka IB1aiTEPO CUYVH KOTNYOpPIT
atroTeAoUv o1 appuBpies. Or dlaTapayEg 0To epe-
BiopaTaywys cVoTNHa, 6w TOo obvdpopo Wolff
— Parkinson — White ’, 0 TAfPNG KOATOKOINIGKGS
aTroKAEIoP6g'®, TO ouv6popo p(XKpou A Bpaxeog
QT"”*, 10 ouv6popo Brugada®' k.a., pmopei va
TPOKOAETOULY TTOAD cofapd npoB?\r]paTa Y KO-
Be TEPITTWON O PNXAVIOHSS TTPOKANoNG Tou EAX
e€OPTATOI TG TNV QVATOIC, TN QULGIoAOYIQ, TIG
MOAVEG eTTePPAOEIG, T BEPATTEVTIKG OXAPOTA 1
OKOHO Kl TIG SIOYVWOTIKES EEETATEIG TTOL PTTOPET
va €X0LV YiVel, OTTwG 0 KOBETNPIOOHOS - OYYEIOKOP-
dioypaia, N NAekTPOPLCI0AOYIKHA HEAETN KATT. Ol
kivbuvol oTnv karnyopia auvTh av&dvovtal dTav Ta
eTeI060100 OLPPBaIVOLY KATE T SIGPKEIC CWHOTIKAG
&oKnong.

3. AiTia Tov ev £xouv axéon pe To Kapdiayyelako
ovoTNnpa:

2TV KaTNyopia auTH avijKoLY N eTAnYio’™* ko
TO PUYOAOYIKG I, ‘O eival euvonTO KOl
TO ATIO QUTA TTPETTEN VO AapBGvovTal LTTEYN OTN
diacpopikr] didryvwon Twv aitiov Twv EAX.

AIATNOXH
H onpaoia Tou I6TOPIKOL OTA TTEPIOTATIKG EAX

eival peyGn. To Traudi Tou TTAPOLOIoE ATTWAEIN
oLVEldNONg PHETG AT vnoTeia Kol opBooTaoio
pHE€oO OTNV EKKANGIO (| HETG TS apoAnpia dev
dnpiovpyel avnovxia. Etriong, ol TepImTwoelg
HET& amré TrapaATETAPEVN 0pOooTACION O€E 101-
aiTepa BePHS 1 Yuxpo TePIBAANOV, KABKS Kal
OTTOL AVAPEPETAI GryX0S, PO0og | GAAa eTTdOL-
va epediopaTa dev TpoPAnpaTidouv 1BIaITEPO.
AvTiBeTa, n OTTapén olkoyevelakoU 1IGTOPIKOV
aupvidiov BavaTou o€ veap NAIKIO, TO ETTEICOOIN
KaTG TN SI&pKeIa Goknong, KOAVPBNoNG K.ATT.
TPETTEL VA KPOVOULV KOOWVES KIVOUVOU.

H popTupia Twv yovéwv, SaokGAwv, cuPpaON-
TV, CLVAOANTWV K.ATT. TTOL TTAPAKOAOVONCaV
TO £TeI06dI0 €xe1 Bapvvovoa onpocia. H ov-
XvoTnTa Twv EAX mailel eriong péAo. YIrapxel
d10popd peTa&V Vs  TTOAAGTTAGY ETTEIOO0IWV,
OTTWG £TTiONG K1 TO €6V Kol GAAGr H€AN TNG Ol-
KOYEVEIOG TTapouaiadav oTnV TTaIdIKY, VEAVIKN
| peYoAUTEPN NAIKIa TTapSpoia eTeioddia. H
OUHTITOHOTOAOYIO TIPIV KOl HETG TO ETTEITOOI
pTTOpEl £TTIONG VO BonBRoEl. Xe KAOE TTEPITTTWON,
OTTWG aVOIPEPONKE, ETTEIOA N KAPOIXYYEIOKT| Oll-
TiIoAoyia gival n pévn emikivbuvn, Oa Tpétrel voar
600¢i éppaon oTig AerTopépeles. ‘OTav n altior
Oev eivan kapdloAoyIkh, Ta eTreIo6dIa oL Paivouv
oLVABWS TIPIV i} HETG OTTG CWHATIKA GOKNON.
2TIG TTEPITITOOEIG TTOL WG EKAUTIKS OTIO OVOPE-
peTaIl 0 PAPog 1} 0 EvTovog B6puLog, Ba TTPETTel
OTTWOOATIOTE VO dIELKPIVICETAI N TIIOAVOTN T
TOU oLVopSpoL pakpoL QT.

To 10TOPIKG™*®, BTG AVOPEPBNKE TIAPOTTAVW,
£Xel TEPAOTIO ONpOaoia, evad n KAIvikf e§€Ta-
on eivar ouvrBwS uoloAoyikr. ‘ETol o atrAdg
KAIVIKOG €Aeyxog dev eTTaipkei, Kal yI” auTé Ba
Tpémel va yiveTal e181KGG TTaiSokapdI0AoyIKEG™
Kol TTodoveLPOAOYIKOG EAEYXOS.

EKT6G a1mé TNV KAIVIKA KapbioAoyIk eE€Tar-
on Kal Tov £AeyX0 TNG apTNPIaKAS TTieong o€
KOTOKEKANPEVN B€on, oAA& Kal HETG 16 dvo
AeTITOV opBooTaoia, Oa TTPETTEl OTTWOOATIOTE
va Yivouv kail TrapakAivikég e€eTéoelg. H onpa-
vTIKOTEPN TTapakAiviky e&€Taon eival To nAe-
KTPOKapOIoyp&@nua. To atrAd kapdioypdgnua
PTTOPEl VO OTTOKOAVPET €VOr HEYGAO PHEPOSG TwWV
ETMKIVOLVWV QITIWV, TTWG OPPLBIES, KOIANIOKN
uTrepTpOic KAT.?” To 24wpo NAeKTpoKapSIo-
ypGenua (Holter), kaBwg kan n dokipaoion K6-
TTWONG, €Val SLVATO Vo ATTOKCAVPOLV 1B TEPT
eTMIKIVOLVEG KaTaoTAOEIS. To €yxpwpo Doppler,
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TTAPOAO TTOL OTIG TTEPICOOTEPES TTEPITITWOEIG
gival LOIOAOYIKS, eival aTTaPAITNTO Vo Yive-
Tal. QuoikG 0g KAOE TTEPITTITWON TTOL KPIVETA
OKOTTIHO (T1.X. OLYYEVS KapdloTdBeia, Boapi&
APPULBIC), PTTOPET VO XPEIOIOTEI vt YiVOuV Kal
M0 TTEPITTAOKEG £EETATEIG, GTTWG AIHOOLVOHIKH
HEAETT), pOryvNTIKA TOHOYPOpict, OTTIVONpoypaipnHa;,
dokipaoia avaxAnong (tilt test), nAekTpoguaioroyiki
peAET KA.

ITQ MEPIOTATIKG TTOL TO! AUTIO OEV €XOLV OXEON
HE TO KOPOIAYYEIOKS GUOTNHA, O TTOIOOVELPOAGYOS
B XPEIOTE va KATOPUYEI OTO NAEKTPOEYKEPOAAO-
YPGPNHQ KOl GTTOTE TO KPIVEI AVOYKOIO KOl € GAAN
e&€raon, 6Twg aoviki 1| HayvNTIK TOPOYPOaQIT
KATT. Ta TrEpIOTATIKG TTOL OpeAovTal O€ PUXOAOYI-
K& i TIO ATTOTEAOUV QVTIKEIHEVO TTOIOOPUXIOTPIKAS
HEAETNG.

ANTIMETQINIZH

'O1rog aiveTal, To KUPIOTEPO pPEANHO eival TO vax
OVTIHETWTTIOO0VV TA GUTIO TTOL £XOUV GHEDT) OXEON
pE TO KapdIOyYEIOKG CUOTNHO. ZTNV TEPITITWON
OV LTTAPXEI OLYYEVAS 1 ETTIKTNTN KOPOIOTTAOEICK
B TPETTEI QUTH VO OVTIHETWTTICE TN KATGAANAG piE
TIG peBAOoLG TNG eTePPaTIKAG KApdIOAoYiOS 1) e
xeipoupyikr emépoon. H @appokeuTiki Bepatreio
HTTOPED var givail Xprjoipn TOOO OTIS QVATOUIKES 1
AEITOULPYIKEG AVWHOAIEG, GO0 KOl OTIG OPPUBUIES.
210 SUOKOAX TTEPIOTATIKA UTTOPEl AKOHPO VO XPEI-
ooTel KO TOTTOBETNON PHATOdSTN, AmIVIOWTH,
KaTGALOT K.ATT.

leVIKG& TTPOANTITIKG PETPO ATTOTEAOUV 1) ATTOPUYH
TOPATETAPEVNG 0POOOTOCTOG ] GAAWY EKAUVTIKWV
artiwv. Erriong ouvioTéran n Afjyn épBovmwy vypwv
Kot n Aoyikr xprjon oAaTiol. Ta JETPa QUTG TIPETTE
VO €IVaI EVTOTIKG OTIG OEPUES KLPIWG ETTOXES, KOBWS
Kol KOT& T SIGPKEIR GOKNONG, CUUTIANPWVOVTAI Og
HE TNV TTO0T) AVOPUKTIKGDV TTOU TIEPIEXOVV NAEKTPO-
AOTEG. EbKOAOG TPATTOG YIo TOV €AeyX0 TOU B0l
NG EVUBATWONG €ival 1 GVOTOON OTO KATAAANANG
nAIkiog Traudi va rapakoAouBel Ta oUpa Tov, T
otroia Ba TTPETTel va eival avorxTol XPWHOTOS.

Me 1o p€Tpa LTS, KOBWS KAl TO TEPATHA
TOUL XPOVvoU, OLVHBWS N KATAOTAOT BEATIOVETAI.
E€GANovL oTa Traudid ou Trapovaidouy éva f 600
ETTEI06010, TA TIPGYHOTA €ival ATTAG. Ze 600 TTondIG
TAPOLOIGLOULV ETTOVEINNHPEVO ETTEITODINL, PTTOPET VO
ouNTNOEl Kall 1) POAPHAKEVTIKH BepaTTeiar, XWPIg vax
UTTAPXEI KATTOIO GUYKEKPIPEVO PAPHOIKO, HE OIVO-
@IOBATNTO BeTIKG amroTeAéopaTa’. EEGMov, TroAof

MOTEVOLV OTI TA PAPHOKA TTAiCOLV KLPIWS PuYO-
AoYIKG péAo. ZudnTeiTan n Xopriynon OTEPOEIOWV
(fludrocortisone) yia Tnv av&non Touv Gykov Tou
OfHOTOG TTOU PTTOPET VO ETTITEVXOET KOl HE TN ARy
oAaTioU. Ze TTOAD BopI€G (OTTAVIES) TTEPITITWOEIG
HE TTOAOTTAG KOONPEPIVE ETTEITOdIO XPEIG ETA
VOOOKOHEIOKH TTOPOKOAOUONOT KOl OVTIHETWTTION.

Episodes of loss of consciousness and the
cardiovascular system.

S. Antoniadis

(Ann Clin Paediatr 2007, 54(2):160-164)

Episodes of loss of consciousness (LOC) are
frequent in children and adolescents. Recent surveys
indicate that approximately 1/5 children (mainly
females) have at least one episode before adulthood.
According to other statistics these cases account for
an important number of visits in the emergency
outpatients department.

The causes are various and the mechanisms are
in many cases not well understood. In the majority
of cases the causes are benign and the prognosis
is good. The only group in which there is a severe
danger is that with cardiovascular disorders. In this
article the causes of LOC are divided in those which
have indlirect relation with the cardiovascular system,
those with direct relation and those which are not
related to the cardiovascular system.

The diagnosis is based mainly on the history
because usually there are no clinical signs. However
because of the importance of the cardiac etiology
(congenital heart diseases, arrhythmias e.t.c) it is
absolutely necessary the child to be examined by a
pediatric cardiologist. The neurological examination is
also absolutely important to exclude epilepsy or other
neurological disorders. In cases with psychological
problems the proper care is needed.

The management is mainly directed to the
potential dangers from the cardiovascular system.
Simple medical follow up, drug or surgical therapy
is used whenever it is necessary. Epilepsy or other
neurological problems are managed according to
the appropriate medical protocols. In cases with Tor
2 episodes without positive family history (sudden
death in young age) or whenever there are siblings
or parents with the same history, the management
poses no problems. Severe cases with multiple
daily episodes (rare) need hospital admission for
evaluation and treatment.
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