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H emidyera AolumEn 1 emhdyelog mupetds vmrpge wa Bavornedoa
UAOTLYOL Y10 TY) YUVOUIROL PETA TOV TOXETO Yot ToAAOUG auwyves. O Inmoxpd-
™G SlveL oL EVIVTOOLOMY TEQLYQOPY] TWV CUUTTOUATWY TN VOGOU TOV 40
. X. awwyva. To 1746 o Paul Malouin, oto Hétel Dieu oto [apiot, emava-
happdver v evivrmotony tepryat] tov Inmoxpdty. O Charles White
(1728-1813), Ayyhog xelQovyog %o poteutioog tov Manstester, ouvédeae
™ polvopoTirdtTa ™G emLOYELaS MOTUMENS we T axabagotia, YU autd
amédde pueydhn onuaoio oty xabagidtnra g eyxvov. H Bvnowdmra oe
ueydha evowmaird #évipa, omwg to Iagiol xow T Biévvn, 6tav n véoog
€mangve emdnuny woeii 6mmg o €t1og 1772, épbave og 10000t6 20% Twv
YUVOULRGV TTOV E(XOLV YEVVIOEL.

To 1775, o woatpdg Alexander Gordon (1752-1799) and to Aberdeen tng
Zxotiag, vrootjolEe 6t mBavey vo vidoyel oyEon HeTaEy g emASELOS
MolumEng raw tov gpuotéharog. H de udhuvon ot yuvaixo mporaheiton
amd v (0000 TOV PAEYUOVHOIOUS VMKOU HECH OTH PWTEM OTTS TNV TTAL-
HOUVTLOXY dA®, ONACDT] 0TS TOL OvoLXTA aryYElD TS TEOOQUONG TOU TTACL-
®roUvta Tdvw ot piitea. Ymootneitel 6Tl 1) v600g HETAQEQETAL OE VYLE(S
Yuvaireg oo ) paio, T VOOORGUO 1] TOV LOTEO OV Y0V TOONYOUUEVMS
€\BeL o emopn ue dAheg Aeywideg mov Emaoyav omd ™ vOoo.

Metd, tov Gordon »at GAAOL LaTtQol pepovouéva mpoomddnoay vo., dt-
€QEVUVI{OOVY TO. alTioL TNG emhOYELOg AolpwEng. Exeivol mov métuyav vo
dwoovv antég amodeiEels yia ™ @von g véoov 1jtav o Holmes »at o
Semmelweiss. O Oliver Wendell Holmes (1809-1894) (dev rjtav paiev-
TOOS N XELEOVQEYAS, ahAd xaBnynTs Ts Avatouiog oto I[oavemotipuo
Harvard), otig 13 ®efpovapiov Tov 1843 mapovoiooe Tig moQotn1joeLg
tov otV latouni] Eronpeia tg Bootdvng. «Yréneoe oy aviinyn tov 6t
€vag LaTEAS 0 0TO(0g EXAVE VEXQOTOWY O€ Wa yuvaira wov elye meBdvel
omd emhdyeLa LotUmEN, ®OlL 0 0TTO(0g 0T CUVEYELD TTOREVREBN1E OE TOXKE-
TOUG OQUETMV YUVALRAY, Ue aToTéLeoua GLeg TOUS VO TABOUV ETAGYELO
mveté». H eEapemnti ot} maparjonon, yio ) ompapio mg Aoyetag on-
nootevOnxe to 1843. Ty (0o emoyi o Ovyypog Ignaz Philipp Semmelweis
(1818-1864) vmiip&e »haowri} LOQYY OTOV AYDVOL EVAVTLOL OTOV ETUAGYELO
TVQETO, UE TOV OLYWVa TOV YLa VoL TTE(OEL TOUS OLAONUOUS YLOL TV ETOYT
exelvn powevmjoeg ™ Evpwang yua v mpoéhevon g vooov. Emiong
N ovppoltj Tov didonuov Ayylov yetpovpyot Joseph Lister (1827-1912)
VITHOEE ONUOVTLRT] LLE TNV ELOCYMYY RO ®aOLEQMOT TG cLompiog xow avTL-
onyiag ot yelpoveyrég eneppaoets. To 1879 o peydhog I'dhhog tompdg
epevvnmc Louis Pasteur (1822-1895) avaxdlunpe 6t 1 emhdyela Aolpwen
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Ewova 1. Aipolninig 0TQemtGroR*OC.

Prontosil rubrum

SOzNHzC> NH,

p-aminobenzenesulphonamide
(sulphanilamide)
The chemical structure of Prontosil rubrum and Sulphanilamide

Ewdva 2. Gerhard Domagk  Ewdva 3. Leonard
(1895-1964). Colebrook (1883-1967).

Penicillin

| | | |
37 38 39

| | | | | | | | |
40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48

Years

Ewdva 4. Xnuxdg timog epubdc Toovtooiing.

opelhoviay, xatd ®UpLo Adyo o€ maBOYOVOUg OTQETTO-
ROUROUC %O TLO ELOWA OTOV OLUOAUTIRG OTQETTORORRO
(Ewdva 1).

To 1932 avaxaiimreton n eQuOQE TEOVTOGIAN 0ntd
tov ['epuavd watpd Gerhard Domagk (1895-1964) (Eu-
®néva 2) now 1€0oepa yedvia 0pyoteQa, to 1936 yivetan
N TEAT) cvotnuaTrky Bepamevtiny oywyn ™S EMAG-
YeLag AolumENGS 1e ™ xot1on ™ eQuBAS TEOVTOGTANG,
g ynuerobepamevTnol poUaxov, agpoy elyov moon-
yNOel mepdpato ot woviinia, omd Tov LoTed Leonard
Colebrook (1883-1967) (Ewdva 3) amv Ayyhio.

H epuBpd mpovrooiln elvan ynunij €voon mov avii-
%eL oTIG Yowonxés. To pdopaxo eiye magaydel omd v
Teopavini papporevtinyg etarpeion Bayer (Elberfeld),
%ot Aoy doXLUAOTN®E 0T TOVTIXLA, JLaTLoTMONX®E
Ot evtdg Livtog 0QYaviopuoy eugaviie rQOPLOXTGVO
dpdon Wiaitepa otig opuddeg TV Tafoyovwy OTQETTO-
®OR®RWV. Metd T emituy] doxiun ot TQORTRA, XONOL-
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Ewova 5. H enidpaon g eouBodg mpovtooilng ot
BeAtionon g Bepameiog Tmv wrEoBLOAOYHMY LOUDEEWV.

womowBnxre otov dvBpwrmo ue emtuyio, Wiaitego oty
emLOYELO0 LOTUMEN ®aL OTIC TVEVIOVIES OO TVEVUOVL-
O%OUXO, UNVLyyiTLda xat yovéppora. To pdouoro avtd
Bewpeitol EddEoo TS TEVIRIMIVNC.

H véa emoyr] g ovyyoovng awttohoywniig Bepameiog
™G emhoyelog MotUmENG ayiCel pe ™) xoENyNOoN g
eoubpdc mpovrooidng. H gapupoaxevtivy ovoia avt
€dmaoe ta mpdTa avomomtnd Begamevtind amoTelE-
ouaTa, ®VOlmg OTNY ROTUTOLEUNON TWV OTQETTOROK-
KRV MOUDEEWY %o avijreL OTO yNueL00eQaTEVTING,
QAQUOXa.

H agyw vhwvint] epoouoyn €ywve amé tov Ayyho
watpd Leonard Colebrook to 1936 pe ) x00Mynon mg
€ouBAg TEOVTOOIANG, TOV OIS TEOAVIPEQON®E €lyE
avorolvdel amd tov 'epuave watpd Gerhard Domagk
oW AMyo yeovia, To 1932 ota €QyaOTHOLO THE (POQUOL-
nevuniis etongeiog Bayer (Elberfeld). To gpdopoaxo ov-
16 0QYrA NTay dVOYENOTO OTNV EQPAQUOYY] TOU ROl TCL
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Ewova 6. O Gerhard Domagk oto gpyaotjoto tov.

ovpa twv aobevav yoopatioviav xoxxwva. O T'drlhog
eogvvnmig, Daniel Bovet, avoxdivye 6t fitav pévo
éva uépog tov Prontosil fitav amoteheouonind evaviio
ota faxtneidia n covigpovauidn. ITodd ovvropa ou dvo
SOATUMOL TTOV OTOTEAOVCOLY TNV YNUKT] VOO X 0QIoT-
%o ard v Boetavirng gappaxofrounyovic xo yonot-
uorouiOnxre uévo 1 covipovauidn, dnhadn n doaotinn
ynuetoBepamevtiny ovoila (Ewdva 4).

O e@evpémg ™m¢ mpovrooiing Gerhard Domagk yev-
viOnxe to 1895 oto Lagow tov Boadeppoipyov fitav
yrog xaBnynt g devtepofddutog exmaidevone. To
1914, o0 Domagk tehe{moe Tig YUUVOOLOXES TOU OTOVIES
%o 10 (010 €1og doyLoe vo. poitd oty lotowny Zyxoly
tov Kiéhov. Ymoyoedbnre Spumg vo SLoaxdpet Tig move-
TLOTNOKES TOVU OTTOVIES MOYM TG EMOTQATEVONG TOY
otov epuavird otpatd otov A” Iayrdowo TI6hepo.
Telxd amogoitnoe and To mavemoriuwo to 1921. “Exot,
TS TTOWTES TOV eUTELQiES Yo Tig Bepamevtinéc duvatd-
mreg S latouric Ty emoyn exelvn, TG améntnoe rotd
™ dudoxela Tov moréuov. Elye mpoofinuonobel Eviova
e TG BovatnEOEES EMUOAIVOELS TOV TOAEURMV TOO-
udrwv. H ydyyoawva dev progovoe vo aviuetwmodel
ue To. ouviin avrionmnxd dStohipato. To 1924 teleimoe
TG petamTuylaxé Tov omovdég oto Iaboroyoavatout-
%6 Ivotitovto tov Iavemomuiov tov Greifswald. To
1927, vaéneoe omv mpoooyy Tov xanynnj Heinrich
Hoerlein 1 petodidoxtopuxtj diatoifn tov Domagk oto
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Ewova 7. H »haowi] dnpootevon tov Colebrook L. now
Purdie A.W. 10 1937 oto Lancet.

Moavemomuio tov Greifswald pe titho «Koatootpog
woluouomk®y aobeveldv néom tou dixtvoevdobniiov
ROL TNV AVATTUEY TOV apUA0ELdOUg», nat eLonynOnxre
™V TESOAM Y TOV VEAQOU ETLOTUOVO OT1 PALOUOAEVTL
»1 etoupeio wov eiye €dpag g to Elberfeld wow agydte-
oa ovoudotnre Bayer. To 1932 o Domagk aoyoheito pe
TNV ROTOTOAEUNOT TWV IWKQOPLOAOYIRMV AOLUWEEDV pE
ANULRA LOLOOKEVAOUOTA, TTOV dQOVOOY OTNV EMLPAVELDL
tov dépuatog. To Beviohnd yhwELovyo ouudvIO aIto-
OelyBnne apretd 0paotkd raw oe megiextindmra 10%
®urAopopnoe 1o 1934 pe to epmmoQrd Gvoua Zephirol.
To pdouaxo ovtd amodelyBnxe 1600 amoteheouaTIg,
WOTE VO YONOLUOTOLELTOL MG OVTLONTTTLRG TWV XEQLWDV
uéxor mpoéogata. H evaoydinon tov Domagk pe v
ROTOTOAEUN O TV WXQOPLORMY MOLUDEEWY TOV TQOE-
TEEYPE OTNV EQEVVA PAOUAKEVTIXMV OVOLWYV, oV Bt (-
YO TN SUVOTOTNTA VO ROTAOTEEPOUV TOVG TaBOYGVOUGS
ULXQO0QYOVIOUOUS EVTOS TOU avOQMTLVOU 0QYAVIOUOU.
Emuyiig ®atdngn ovnig g mpoomdfeiag yrov 1 avo-
®rAAPn TS €QUBRAS TEOVTOOTANG, THE EMLTUYOUS EQOQ-
HoYMg ™ 08 TELQOUUATIXG ETImEDO KOl OTY OUVEYELD
omv ®hven TodER' . Avtj vmioEe 1 ayy Yo TV avos-
raluym g Bepamevtings dpdong Twv CovApovadWY,
WG XNUELODEQATEVTIRWV PAQUARWY, TTOV OUOAOYOUUE-
vog €dwoav evIvmolord Begamevtind amoteéopoTa,
TOLV TNV EUPAVLON TNE TEVIXLAIVIG, UE ONUOVTLXT] UElD-
01 g voonedmtag xow BvnoudTnrog oo Tig pxoopfia-
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MANTAAENAKHY
TaBLe I.—Results of Puerperal Infections due to the
Haemeolytic Streptococcus
1934 S Group 1936-7 Group
Num o .\;u-r .Num- .Mql-
l:}{ Deaths "::? I:fr' Deaths 'f:‘::_y
Cases cent. || Cases cent,
i.:} Total number of puerperal T
infections due to the hacmo-
l)lu. streplococcus .. .. | 210 42 20 157 7 4.5
[bj Ionl numbcr uf lnl’culmm } T )
clinically limited to the birth
canal . .. . .. 98 0 Nil 104 0 Nil
{l] Intal numbcr oF lnF ns -
showing  definite  clinical
evidence of localized spread
beyond the limits of the birth
canal (excluding septicacmia
and generalized peritonitis) 50 [t} Nil k] 1 ‘3.3
(a'} Iul:lr-numhc_l__u? |n!'c-ct|nns. T o
in whlch the hacmolytic
was d.
srr.u:d on blood culture (ex-
cluding cases in which gener-
alired peritonitis was  also
prm—edj - 28 1 40 21 5 20
() Tul Wl numbgr of infections
in which generalized peri-
tonitis .was proved to be
present {e‘ciudmg cases with
septicaemia) . .. 18 15 83 1 o Mil
(/) Total number of infections ) 1 o
in which bath septicaemia
and generalized peritonitis
were proved to be present 16 16 100 1 1 100
|

Ewova 8. ITivarog I e epyaoiag twv Colebrook L. now
Purdie A. W.

%€ howadEelg (Ewdva 5). To 1939, o Domagk avayvo-
ptotnre deBvig yia T cuUPOAT TOU 0TV ETLOTHUN UE
10 Boafeto Nobel oty Lotoury xaw ™ puotohoyia. Ag-
YTN®E Eyd To Poafeio, alhd aQydTEQ OVOryRAOTNRE
v 1o amortowOel, emeldr o Adohgpog Xithep voypEwoe
toug ['epuavoig emotiuoveg va apvnBouv to Poafeio
OTELNDVTOS TOVG e CUMMPN o uldxrion. Metd to
téhog tov B’ ITayroopiov ITohépuov, o Domagk amodé-
YTN®E TN TLUN TR SudnoLom xo eEaxoAoUBNoE va rAveL
TEQALTEQM EQEVVOL OTOV TOUED TG YNUEL0BeQaITeing o
TG EQPOQUOYES TG OTN QPUUATION ROL TOV RAQRIVO 1
dtevBuvnig touv Egguvnunot Kévrpov g Bayer (Ewxd-
va. 6). Amepimoe otig 24 Ampihiov tov 1964.

O Colebrook »ar Kenny dnpooietovv 1o 1936 ta
TOWTO EVOOLQQUVTIXG OTTOTELEOUATA ATTG TV TELQOUUOL-
T EQOQUOYT] TG £QUBRAS TEOVTOOIANS OTOL TOVTIXLA,
OTOV TEMTO TGO Tov TeELodov Lancet’. Méoo otov
id10 yo6vo o Colebrook xdvel dihec dvo dnuootevoelg
7oV apoovv og Bepameio aoBevav pe emhdyelo hoi-
non™. Téhoc, to 1937 oto devtepo tépo Tov Lancet,
yivetaw n #haowt] Onuootevon amd toug Colebrook zou
Purdie yio v Bepameio 106 megurtnoewy emidyeLog
MoipwEng oto Noooxoueio Queen Charlotte tov Aov-
dtvou pe ™ covhpavihapidn’, pe 1o anelevBegmugvo
oovhgpavouidio e epuBpds mpovtooting (Ewndva 7).
O devtepog ovyypapéag, Anthony Purdie vitav ponev-
THOOC YUVOUROLGYOS TTOU €QYalATAY OTO TOQATAV® VO-
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Tasre III
DEATH-RATE FOR ALL BLOOD-POSITIVE CASES (HA'-:MDLY‘.I'IU
STREPTDCDCCI) WITH OR WITHOUT GENERALISED
PERITONITIS

| Death-rate

Year. | Cases. | Deaths. | {per cent.).
1932 .. .. .. 14 13 03
1933 .e .. . 24 18 75
1934 “e . . 26 13 58
1935 .. . .o 18 12 67
Totals $2 | a8 | Aver il
1936 and first* quarter -r_s-r_ - -
1937 (Prontosiland sulph-
anilamide treatment) .. 22 [ 273

* The cases for 1936 and llr% quarter of 193. onl}' were
Chofe? because Gibberd's analysis (1937) had dealt with that
period

Ewova 9. IMivaxag 11 mg epyaociag twv Colebrook L. now
Purdie A. W.

ooxopueio. Ta Bepamevtind amotehéopata ot Peré
eugpaviCovrat Waitepa wavomomtxd. O TVorES oV
TQAOETOVY OL CUYYQAQELS EVOL TOM) ROTATOTLOTIXOL
Yo TV Toeto xow EEMEN g vooou.

Zrov mivaro I epgavitetan peimon g Bvnopudtnrog
ané 20% mov Yt ToL TEonyoUueva yodévia oe 4,5% xa-
td 10 1936, ue v epaouoyt| s covipovilauions. To
OToLyEl0L UTA OLPOQOVV OF TEQLTTDOELS EVTIOTIOUEVNS
QAEYHOVIS OTa YEVVNTLXG GQYOVA OTTG OLUOAVTLIRG OTQE-
mténonro (Ewdva 8). Zrov nivaxna 11 epgpaviCovion to
OTOTELEOUOTO O€ TEQUITTMOELS TEQLTOVITLONG e OeTinn
apoxoriégyeta. Edw and éva 71% uéoo 600 twv eTdv
1932-1935, 1o 1936 pe to mpato toiunvo tov 1937 vrdo-
yeL M onuavax petmon oto 27% (Ewdva 9).

O Leonard Colebrook yevvinxe oto Guilford ot
meoLpépeta Surry g Ayyilog, otic 2 Magtiov tov 1883
and motépa aypdt. To 1900 €ywve deutdg pe vwoto-
@la oto voooroueto St Mary’s, amt’6mov amooltnoe to
1906. Elxe ovuportnt) tov Alexander Fleming. Ymo&e
noBNTig ®o apyOTEQD CUVEQYATNS TOV dtdonuov xadn-
YNt wrpoprohdyov-avooordyou Almroth Wright. Zto
IMopiol 0To ®EVTQO EQEVVMV YO TOL TTOAEULKA TQOUUUOTOL
otov A" IToryndowo IIohepo, vanpémoe poli pe tov ou-
donpo dGoxald Tov, pe Tov omoio peretovoay Tig eEe-
AMEeis ota ToaipaTo: xou TEOooTaBovony VoL AVTLUETMITL-
OOV TIG ETMUOAMIVOELS OTOVS TQOUIOTIES TV ZUUUA WOV,
ue dudgopa Bepamevtind uéoa. Me xdt avdloyo aoyo-
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Ewova 10. O Leonard Colebrook oto €gyaottjoLo tov ato
Noooxoueto Atvynudtmv tov Birmingham.

Aeito o Gerhard Domagk oto exBowd otpatdmedo.

To 1943 o Colebrook petaxduoe pali ue v po-
vada eyravpdrtwv oto Royal Infirmary tg Glasgow
7ov elye WOEVOEL, T0 0TT0{0 AettovQyovoe o ouvOYreg
TM|QOVG aloNYPiag UE KON ON YELQOVQYLRMV YOVTLHV HOL
pdoxrag and 1o Tpoowmnd, oto Nocorouelo Atuym-
ndtwv tov Birmingham (Ewdva 10). Tnv dietBuvon
ouTtov Tov voooxroueiov avélafe amd to 1949 péyol to
1957. Anefimoe otig 27 Zemreupoiov tov 1967.

[Tépaoav 23 awwveg amd TV €moy| TS TEWTNG
meQuypapig g Bavoatnpspov emloyelas AolumweENg
artd tov [mmonpdtn HEYOL TNV CULTLOAOY XY TNG OVTLUE-
TAOTLON, UE TNV RATOTOAEUNON TOU OUWUOAVTIXOV OTQE-
TTORORKOV UECOL OTO GMUO TS TATYOVOAS AEYWIdG.
ITp6odog onueldnre tov 180 audva o pohg wel
T0 T€A0g TOV 190V auwva avaraAigdnxe 10 voooyos-
vo aito. Agyxd, n emotiun Padile pe Priua aQyd,
EMLTAYUVE UE YEMUETOLXY] TG00 RO TEMRA EPTaoE
otov oromd ™. Ov Gerhard Domagk o Leonard
Colebrook ftav tayuévor amd v poipa vo mtpoobE-
OoVV TO ONUOVTLXG autd opdonuo oty Iotopla g
Totounrc.

Summary
Mantalenakis SJ

The first chemotherapy in the treatment of puerperal
fever
Helen Obstet Gynecol 22(4):131-135, 2010

Since the first historically known description of
puerperal fever by Hippocrates, in 1746, Paul Malouin
at Hotel Dieu in Paris repeated the clinical picture of the
disease. Despite the efforts made by different prominent
physicians in Europe and in USA for the prevention of
that highly fatal illness in 19th century, and the discovery
of the pathogen involved in the disease, the haemolytic
streptococcus discovered by Louis Pasteur in 1879, no
remarkable progress has been made.

In 1932, the German physician Gerhard Domagk
(1895-1964) who worked at the pharmaceutical
company Bayer discovered the first chemotherapeutic
agent prontosil red which acts mainly against haemolytic
streptococcus in live organisms. In 1636, Leonard
Colebrook (1883-1967) introduced in patients suffering
from puerperal fever or sepsis a new chemical agent
with remarkable therapeutic results. After a while
the acting sulphonamide included in the chemical
ring of prontosil replaced the original agent in the
clinical praxis. Colebrook with the collaboration of
gynaecologist Anthony Purdie published in 1937 the
classical paper “Treatment of 106 cases of puerperal
fever by sulphanilamide”. The results were impressive
for that era of Medicine. Gerhard Domagk and Leonard
Colebrook with serious efforts and hard discipline
added a new landmark in the fight of the ancient illness
of puerperal fever and sepsis.
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