EAAHNIKH MAIEYTIKH & I'YNAIKOAOI'IA

Ogpoonua Matevtinijs &
T'vvauxoloyiag

X.1. Mavtahevarng

20(3):195-203, 2008

Margaret Sanger (1879-1966)
L0 LEYAAT ay@VIoTOLO,
NG AVTLOVAANYNG

AMnmhoyoapic:

2.I. Movtohevdnng, Mytpondieng 38,
54623 @socaioving

Tn)/Fax:2310 231433

e-mail: sergmant@otenet.gr
Koréonxe: 21/1/08

Eyxoibnxe: 18/3/08

H Margaret Sanger Higginss, jtav o Apeguravida gpeuviotoLa, Tov
TOWTAYWVIOTNOE Yo TNV RaBLEQWON TOV EAEYYOL TV Yevviioewv. O ayd-
VO TG YQOXTNOloTRE Q6 peydho 00€vog xaw aratdopeoto mdbog, oh-
MG ®ow omd ™) peydhn tov dudoxrela. ApLépmoe oyeddv oAdxrAnEn T Cmn
™S. OewE|Onxre 0 TOMOUS TG AVILITAAOUG, OOV EVOG UTTEQUOTLOTIIC TNG
gvyovriig, ahhd pe Ty agvnux] fefalwg Evvola, [ xow vrootioLle ™
VOWLUOTTOMON TV eXTRM0EmV. YIioEe 1douthc g Apueouravixnig Aeye-
dvag yuo tov "Eheyyo tov yevvijoemv (American Birth Control League),
oV petovopdodnxe agydtepa oe «Owoyevelaxnd T1poyQauuaTions»,
(Planned Parenthood). Agyixd, evavtia otig amdyels T exdnhddnne
0001 avildQOON TS CUEQLRAVIXIS KOVIS YVAIUNG, TTOU EUQPAVIOTHLE
ne rdhe Todmo nan péco. ‘Oumg otadiand,  Sanger méTuye va vepdioel
%AmoLo PabUS VITOOTHELENS amtd PeRldO TOU OUEQLRAVIXOD ROWOU, ARG
%O OTTO TOL AUEQLRAVIXA QLROOTIHOLOL, OYETIRA UE TN OUVOTOTNTA ETAOYNS
™ »ABE Yuvairag, Yo Vo, omopaoioeL dv ko tote B pepet maudid otov
®oopo. O pdhog g Margaret Sanger vmijpge xafogLotinds oty alho-
Y1 TS VOOTQOTIOS KO TMV AVTLMPEWDY TTOV ETUHQUTOVOOYV OTLG CLOYES TOV
200V LAV YL TO SLROULDUOTO TWV YUVOLXMV RO LOLOITEQOL OE EXEIVOL TTOU
apOQOVONY TOV ELEYYO TV YeVVIIOEMV. “ETolL TEMRA TTETUYE e TOVg ayd-
VES TG, VOt avoiEel to dpdpo Yo v robohxry TEAoPaon 0TV ovTLoUAY-
yn.
H Sanger (ewxdva 1) yevviOnue oto Corning g Néag Yopxrng. Ot
yoveig g Nrav Iphavdrig rataymync. H untépa g, n Anne Purcell
Higgins, 1jtav éva vregfoind Bonoxevduevo GTouo, IOV aVIKE OTNV KO-
Bohxnt} exndnota. Zmn dudorewa Tov Eyyauov Biov g elye 18 eyrvuooy-
veg, amd g omoteg oL 11 fjrav toxetol Lovtavav veoyévvntmv. O moté-
oag ¢ Michael Hennessy Higgins emayyé hoviov to uoouoagoyiimt oe
vexpotapeio xat emdidovray oty doardounon tdapwy. Fevind frav éva
dropo @uherevBépwy agyav. O Higgins ayoviCoviav yio ta dixaio tov
YUVOLRAV, T1) dWQEEAY EXTAIOEVON RO YEVIXATEQX TOL GOOLOMOTIXG, LOED-
On, 6nmg expedlovrav v emoyn exelivn. H Sanger fitav to €xto and to
Eviena TodLd ™G OKOYEVELOS KL AQPLEQWOE UEYALO UEQOS TG VESTNTAS
™S, PonBuivtag 0to OmlTL oL 0T PEOVTION TOU UEYOAWUATOS TWV WAHQO-
tepnv adehpav te. H Sanger magarohoinoe oto oyoleio Claverack
College, wg eowtegry) oto Hudson yia 8o yodvia. Ov adehpéc g k-
owvay to dtdaxtoa yia Tig omovdEg me. ‘Otav avtég dev ftav ma o BEon
va ovveyioovy vo tap€yovv avth ™ Poribeta, n Sanger avoyrdotnre vo
emotEéPel to 1899 oto matpwd ™. H untépa e néBave o ido €rog
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Ewdva 1. Margaret Sanger (1879-1966).

Ewova 2. H Margaret Sanger oto.
TOWTA YOOVLOL TOU 0LYDVOL TNG.

Ewdva 3. H Margaret pe 1o ouluyd
g William Sanger oto Mavydtav.
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Ewdva 6. H Margaret Sanger oupuuetéyet oe
dropegrugio Yuvourov.

Ewdva 4. H Margaret Sanger pe Toug
YLoUg TNS.

aTd PUUATIO, EVH) ETOOYE CUYYOOVOS OITO RAQUIVO
TOU TEOYNAOU TG Witeag. Metd to OMPEQS awTd yeyo-
vOg, n Sanger eyyod@eTaL 08 £va TQOYQOAUUA VOO AeL-
Twiig 0to voooropeio tov White Plains, evég mpoaotiov
e Néag Yopung, mov elye vymhij otvovopuxtj avdmtu-
En. To 1902, uéhg n Margaret teheiwoe T1g OmOVdES TG
VOONAEVTLXRI|C, TOVTQEUTNX®E EVaY OYEOLOOTI UNYOVIXG,
tov William Sanger, »ou to CevydgL eyrataotddnne ot
Néa Yopun. H Sanger eiye eviopetoEld avomtigel gu-
HOTiwon, Mg ATOTELEOUN TG PEOVTIONS THE AOEMOTNG
UnTéQas ™G, CAld xow Tov dixov g vreePolxol @ip-
tou gpyaotog. "Etol ) Sanger uetaxduioe oto Saranac
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Ewdva 5. H Margaret
Sanger §Ew omtd T0 TEWTO
LTOELO TOV OLROYEVELAKOV
mTooyooppoTiopoy (1916).

g Néag Yopung yua Adyoug vyeiag. To 1905 yévvnoe
10 medto g wadi, Tov Stuart. To 1912, petd and o
TUERAYLA TTOV ROTACTOEYE TO OT(TL TOVG, IOV ()Y€ OYE-
dudoeL o oUCVYSE TG, ) Sanger ®oL 1) OLXOYEVELD UETOL-
xwouooav ot Néa Yooun. Exel myye yio va dovhépel
OTLS (TWYOYELTOVLEG TG OVOTOMXG TAEVEAS Tov Mav-
ydrtav (ewmoveg 2, 3).

Thv Wi yoovid GEYLOE Vo YOOUPET oL OTHAN YLoL TNV
epnueida g Néa Yéonng Call ue titho «What Every
Girl Should Know», «'O, T mpémeL va. yvwQilel ®dbe %o-
wéhar. Eniong aoyohiOnxe pe tn drovoun evog guiha-
dlov, Yo g yuvairec “Family Limitation”, «Ileglopt-
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Ewdva 7. H Margaret Sanger €Ew
o6 1o duraoniolo (1918).

Ewdva 10.
Noooxdua €Em and
TO TOWTO LOTELO
OLXOYEVELOOU
TOOYQOUUOTLOUOU
(1930).

ouog s owoyévelag». H Sanger emaveilnuuéva moo-
rndheoe oxdavialo xat draxtvdivevoe vo Qulaxiodel,
g TEACMITO TOV £vEQYOVOE avtiBeta pe vouo tov 1878,
7oV elye unEvEet 6t 1 duddoom TANQEOPOQLMV YLOL CVTL-
OUANYM %o OVTLOVAMTTLIRES GUOREVES TTROOPAMEL TOL
yonotd 116n. H Margaret dtolevymne ond 1o ovtuyo
™ William Sanger to 1913. To 1914, Eexivnoe 1o “The
Woman Rebel”, «H Tvvaira Eravaotdmg», éva oxta-
oéMdo unviaio dehtio yio Ty TEodONoN TS AVTLOUAAY-
Yng, ue to ovvinuo “No Gods and No Masters” « Oy
B¢ol nat oL Kiprow. Tdte elojyaye xow xaBL€pmoe
tov 600 «Eheyyog tov yevvijoemv», “birth control”.
YroomjoiEe pe mdbog tv dmwoym, 6t #dbe yuvaira ei-

Ewdva 8. To eEndgulho amd to What
Every Girl Should Know.

Ewdva 9. To eEdpulrio amd to What
Every Mother Should Know.

VoL 1] ATGAUTY ®UQT0L TOU 10U TG COUOTOS KoL UITOQEL
VO OTOQOOTOEL UOVN TG yLoL TV €EEMEN WLag avemiBy-
untng eyrvpoouvns. Kammyoprnxe yia mopdfoon tov
VOOV TTeQL OLOMIVIONG ALTEUVOV TTEQLOOLKMV RO YLOL VO
ATOPUYEL TNV RATAOIXN TS TO SLXAOTIOLO AV MDENOE
Y wEis Ta woudLd g xou e oty Evpddmn pe 1o Yevdw-
vuuo «Bertha Watson». Exet, elye apnetég now evolopé-
QOVOES OUVOVTIOELS UE YVOOTOUS OXTIPLOTES, OCUUTEQL-
hapfovouévav exelvav pe to ovyyoagéa Piprinv em-
omuoviryc paviaciag HG Wells wow pe mv Yuyohdyo
v oeEovalxd Bépora Havelock Ellis. Enéotpeye otig
HITA tov Oxtddforo tov 1915, dmov doxipnaoe peydin
OLiYN xoL Vo amd To Bdvato g TEVTAY0VNS ROENS
g [éynv, mov wébave otg 6 Noepfotov, iadn uorig
Myeg muépeg petd v emotoog ™g. "Etol €uetve pe
ToUg OV0 YLoUg TG (EWrdval 4).

Ztg 16 Ontopoiov 1916, n Sanger dvoiEe éva wa-
TOELO YLO. OLXOYEVELARG TQOYQOUUOATLOUG %KoL EAEYYO
TOV YEVVNOEWV 0TV 006 Amboy 46, oto Brownsville
(ewdva 5), wa yertovid tov Mmpotxiwy. "Hrtav to mood-
10 Lateio avtol tov eidovg ot Hvmuéveg IMohtelec.
Evvéa nuépeg apydrega €yive emdooun omd ™y aotu-
vouia, to tatpeio Exheloe xou ) Sanger €uetve 30 nuépeg
ot Quhaxi}, alhd oL EXINADOELS TOV YELQAPETNUEVWV
YUVOLX®OV ®0Ad npatovoayv (ewmdva 6). Mo agyiun
Toopuyn TS ot Awatootvy to 1916 amopoipOnxe,
OoMG po amdpaon evig devtepofabuiov diraatmolov
omnd 1o 1918 (ewdva 7) enétpeye 0TOUS LATEOUS TOV
HIIA va yoonyouv avtiovinym. To 1916, dnuootevoe
n Sanger to “What Every Girl Should Know”, <O, tu
meémeL va yvweiCel ®dbe ropltow (ewdva 8), 1o omoio
aQydtega daveuriBnre gvpémg pe T popen tov “Little
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BIRTH CONTROL MEETING

i HoNoR OF

Margaret Sanger

the KEK Rally at sSilver Lake.

Ewdva 13. AudheEn og yuvaires g
Ku Klux Klan.

Ewdva 11. To Margaret Sanger
Research Bureau ot Néa Yoo
(1940).

oto Carnegie Hall.

Ewdve 14. H
Margaret Sanger
avAapeoa og
OUVEQYATIOES TNG.

Blue Book”. Exel magéyoviov mingogopies oyetnd
ne BEpoTo avoTaayYmYNS, OTmS N EUUNVOQEUOLN HOL
1 oeEovahxdtTa TV eprpfav. Avté axohlovbeitol To
1917 amé to «O,u Kdbe Mntépa moémet vo yvmpiter»
(ewodva 9). Eniong elye mapdhinio dpoporoynBel
éndoon tov punviaiov meLodwrov “The Birth Control
Review and Birth Control”, «EmBedonon tov EAéyyou
tov Fevvijoenv ran "Eheyyog twv Tevvioewv». Axdun
ouvéBake yodgpovtag exhairevuéva dpboa oyxeTivd
we Ty avamogaymyn omy epnuepida “Call”, «Kdhe-
oo TOU Z00LALOTIROU ®Oppatog. To 1921 10pUbnre
“American Birth Control League (ABCL)”, «Aueoua-
vy Agyedva yio Ty Aviioulnym» omd tovg Margaret
Sanger, Lathrup Stoddard »ou Clarence Cook Little™’.
To 1922 taEdéye omv lamwvia ywa va ouvepyaotel pe
TOL LOTWVIRES PEMVIOTIRES OQYOVADTELS YLOL TV TQOW-
Bnom tov eAEYYXOU TV YEVVIHOEMV. ZT0L ETOUEVA. Y QOVLA,
Eavamiye diheg €EL popég yia 10 oxomd awtd. Tov idlo
¥00vo mavteevtxre Tov deuteQo ovluyo g James H.
198

Ewdva 12. TTp6oxninon yio ouyxEvipwon

Noah Slee peydho metpehaonagaywyd, aAhd yio Ao-
YOUG TTOV €LY 0V VOL RAVOUY ROO0QA. [LE TNV ROLVOVIXY TNG
mpofol drarjonoe to emiBeto Sanger.

To 1923, vnd v awyida g ABCL, (dpvoe to
“Clinical Research Bureau”, «['pageio Khviniig "Epev-
vag» otig HITA (ewxéva 10), mov petovopdotnre to
1940 oe “Margaret Sanger Research Bureau” (ewd-
va 11). Meta&y tov dpaotnolotitmv tov “Margaret
Sanger Research Bureau” fjtav ol vrotpopieg mov xo-
ONYOUoE O€ VEOUS UOLEVTOES YUVOULROMOYOUS YLOL UE-
termdldevon otig uebddovg g avuioUAMYng. Metaky
ovtdv frav zow o T'idvyng Aavéing amd to ueevtioLo
«AleEdvOpa». Amé 1o 1974 1o (dpuua avtd €xel Adpet
10 évopo “Margaret Sanger Center” xou petopeOnue
o€ GALO %TLELOXG OVYHQOTNUCL, OTTOV OUOTEYAOTNHE UE
v Planned Parenthood. Ané v ooyt ™g Aettovpyi-
og tov 1o “Clinical Research Bureau” éhafie onuaviinég
xoonyteg amd to dpupa John D. Rockefeller Jr yio v
Kowvwviry Yyiewn, amd to 1924 o petd, ou omoieg yi-
VOVTOWV 0LQYLKA OVAVUILOL, YLOL VO otoevy et 1) dmuooia
€xBeon tov ovépatog Rockefeller. Emiong n owoyéveila
Rockefeller, vrootijoile otabepd T ovveytoueveg
TEOOMAOELES TNE, TOV OYPOQOVTUY TOV TANBUoULAXRG
€heyyo. Emlong, to 1923 {dpvoe m National Committee
on Federal Legislation for Birth Control, «<E@vuxij Emi-
toomi Opoomovdiaxis NopoBeotiog yio v Aviioiiin-
Y, Tov ™V vneétnoe og [pdedpog péyotl t dudivon
™mg to 1937, emoyr| mov o oxomdg g elye O emitevyOel
2OTA TO UEYOAUTEQO EQOC RO O EAEYYOG TOV YEVVIIOEWY
®ATW oo LoTowrn emiPheym elye vopupomomn0et oe mwoh-
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i Ewodva 15.

H Margaret

. Sanger
136edQ0C TG
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Léc mohteleg twv HITA. To 1927, ) Sanger forinoe va
opyavwel 1o mpwro “World Population Conference”,
«Zuvédpuo yia tov Tayrdowo ITinBuoud» ot Tevevn.
Tov Mdgtio tov 1925, o T'dhhog BewonTirdg xatd Tov
puietinav dranplosmv Georges Vacher de Lapouge
»MOnxre amd ™ Margaret Sanger oto 60 AleBvég Zv-
védpLo AvtloUAMYmME mtov mpaypatomotOnxre ot Néa
Yépun. Metagd 1921 wow 1926, n Sanger éhafe mdvo
omd €va exatopuiolo emMOTOMES 0mtd UNTEQES wov Tn-
TOUOOV TTANQOWOQIES VL0, TOV EAEYYO TOV YEVVNOEWV.
An6 10 1916 eiye agyloel vo mapovoldlet TLg omd-
Peig g oe ToAoUg dnudolovg xbEovg amevBuviuevn
o€ OLAPOQRES ROWVWVIRES OUADES, OTIWG POLTNTUIRES EOTI-
€C, EXUANOIES, CUAAGYOUC YUVOURMV, LOLWTIXES RATOLKI-
€¢, Béatpa n.Am. (ewdva 12) now amevbuvdtav oe mol-
%ol arpoaTNOLaL, OIS EQYOLOUEVWY, EXXANOLOOTIRDY,
PLAeLeVBEQWV, COOLOALOTAV, ETLOTNUGVOV, HEA®DV club,
PLAOVOQOTTLXMDV 0QYAVHDOEWMY, OUVELINTOTOUEVOY YV-
vourdv ®.d. To 1926 €dwoe wa OLdreEn Yo tov Eheyyo
TOV YEVVIOEWY OTO YUVOLXEID TUHUC TOV ETLXOVQLRMV
™mg yvwotig ogydvwong Ku Klux Klan oto Silver Lake
tou New Jersey (ewova 13). To xowé g amotelreito
omd yvvaireg mov Oev elyov 0UTE TNV TLO OTOLYELWMON
YVOOoN 1 droyn Tdve oto BEua ™ avTloVAMPMS Ko
TOV owroyevelarol mpoypaupatiopnov. "Hrav oav va
mpoomafovoe vo vavel audid va wotahdfouvv. H owt-
Mo g Sanger €ywve dextj ue moWTOYVWEO evBouoLa-
opud and 115 yuvaineg g Ku Klux Klan xow avtd eiye
WG TOTELEOUOL [LCL OELQA TTEOORMIOEWV 0TS TAQOUOLES
ouddeg opyavmuévov yuvourayv. H Sanger eilye oynuo-
tioel éva abhoyo emtehelo wov ) fonbovoe amote-
Aeopomxd otig molvdLBues SLopmTIOTIRES TS EE0QUY-
oelg (ewdva 14). To 1928, maparridnxe amd to aEimpa
Tov 1o€dpov g ABCL. Avo yodvia apydtega, €yLve
71p06edpog tov “Birth Control International Information
Center”, «AleBvég Kévrpo ITinpogopiav yia tov "Ehey-
xo twv Fevvijoewv». To 1937,  Sanger €ywve mpdedoog
tov “Birth Control Council of America”, «Zvppoiio
EMéyyov Tevviioewv g Apeounric» xal Egxivnoe dvo

Ewdva 16.
Margaret
Sanger 1o 1962.

exddoeis v “Birth Control Review” «Avaordmnon
ndvw otov “Eheyyo twv F'evvijoewv» now 1o “The Birth
Control News”, «Ta Néa g AviiovAnyme». And 10
1939 €wg to 1942, dratéheoe emitiun EXTQOCMITOS TS
“Birth Control Federation of America”, «Opoomovdio
AvtiotAmms Apeournic». Amd 1o 1952 €mg to 1959, &i-
x€ enheyel mpdedpog g AeBvotc Opoomovdiag Owxo-
veveloxov TTgoypaupatiopoy, “International Planned
Parenthood Federation”. H ogydvwon v, ot xoovi-
%1 avt] otrypy, orotehovoe To PeYUATTEQO LTS OL-
e0vég (doupa Yo Tov owroyevelond mpoyoauuotiopnd. H
7eQ{0d0¢ ™S TEOEJEIOG THE OTNYV TTOQUTTAVM KOWVWPEAY
0QYGvwon vmiee eEalpeTivd dMULOVEYLRY %o ®aQ-
TOPOQQ UE ONUOVTLRY ETEXTAON TOV dQUOTNOLOTHTWY
™ms (ewdva 15). Katd m didorero tg mooerhoyiniic
TEQLGO0V TV TTEOEdQUHAY exhoydv Tov 1960,  Sanger
elye BopupnOel and Tig B€oeig Tov vwoygrov John F.
Kennedy yio Tov EMeY)0 TV YEVVIOEWMVY. ZUYHERQUUEVL
o Kennedy dgev mioteve 6t 0 Eheyyog TV YEVVHOEWY
TOEMEL VO ATOTELECEL OVTLREINEVO TNG HUPEQVNTIRIG
moluxc. "Egraoce oto onuelo va ameihjoel 6t Bo ¢pu-
veL oo ) xdea av o Kennedy exheyel, ald moogavmg
avafemonoe 6ha avtd petd Ty exhoyn tov Kennedy,
TG oL 0 VEOERAEYS TEGEDEOC dLapoQoToinoe noTd,
™V TOEL0L TLG AEYIUES TOV Bgoerc”™™.

Katd t1g apyés g dexaetiog tov 1960, n Sanger (et-
zova 16) mpowdel t yorjon tov véou dabéaipov emta-
VOOTATIXOU OVTLOUANTTTLROV, TTQOXELTOL VIO TO TTEQIPN-
O «}GITL», TTOV dOWVTOS OQUOVIXA TTAV®™ 0TV MOQENE(D:
TETVYE TOV ATOTELEOUATING ENeYYO TV YevViioewv. Ty
emoy] ot M Sanger mepLodevel Gy wovo otig HITA,
OAAG rou oto eEmTeQrd, fonbavtag oty dnuoveyic: vé-
WV LATQEIWY KL RAMVIXADV YLOL TV AVTLOVAMPT RO TOV
OLXOYEVELOXO TTOOYQOUUOTIOUG.
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THE PIvOT OF
CIVILIZATION
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PeETER C. ENGELMAN
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The Fight for
BIRTH CONTROL

N Muryaret Simger ‘
rran v-‘r“" o Y

(1 L i

Ewdva 17. O AEovog tov TToMtiouo
(1922).

Ewova 20.
Xelpdypopo
onueiopa g
Margaret Sanger
QOGS TOV €XOGT

™S (Gvw).
Aglépwon oto
E; €0WPUALO TG
,,,.751 «Avtofoypagpiog»
(ndw).
Tesr Gade %
dﬁ?:ﬁ?q
£ il
DAt ey - ity
rt‘r}( .f.u..g’.:";maﬁ

e, tia £

t.m-’! m&y:’-‘
.-.-\.ir;‘ e Ju ‘
)LJM .t .u-n.&’_i
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H Sanger néBave oto Tucson g Agildvag ot 6
Noepupotov Tov 1966, oxtm nuépeg amd ta 87a yevéOha
™G AL Myoug Hove Pveg UETA TNV OGQOOT OTNY TOM-
teto Tov Kovéxtinat, mov vouLpomoimoe tov €Leyyo tmv
vevvioemv yio ta Eyyaua Cevydowa. H Sanger ovvéypa-
Pe apretd Piphia peta&l twv omoiwy oupmeQhaupdvo-
vrow «['vvaina xow Néo Tevidy, “Woman and the New
Race” (1920), «O AEovag tov [Toltiopot», “The Pivot
of Civilization” (1922) (ewdva 17)°, «Evwuyia otov
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Ewova 18. O aywvag pov yuo tov
éheyyo twv yevviioemv (1931).

Ewdva 19. Avtoproypapio (1938).

Ewova 21.
[Tpocwmomoinomn tov
Xitheo.

[Capo» “Happiness in Marriage” (1926), «O Aywvog
uov yio. AvtloUAMYY», “My Fight For Birth Control”
(1931) (ewdva 18), naBmg 1oL TV «AvtofLoyoaio,
“Autobiography” (1938) (ewmdveg 19, 20)".

H Margaret Sanger avopguopimra viege wuo -
alTeQa LOYVEY TEOCMILRATNTO XL O QUTIV OQEIAOVTOL
0€ ONUAVTLRO TOOOOTO TO EMTEVYUOTO TOV YUVOULKEIOV
RVHROTOG, OTTMS 1] VOULULOTOMON TWV EXTONOEMV OTLG
TEQLOOGTEQES YWOES, A %ot 1) dLaPTION TOV EVQEU-
TEQOVU XOLVOU %O LOLOTEQX TWV OUAdWV YOUNAOTU ®OL-
VWVIXOOLXOVOULROU ETTEDOV TAVM OTNV AVTLOUAANY).
Tyv emoyi} T oEelog avimapddeons 0€xBnxe 0podéc
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A SHORT BIOGRATHY OF
PLATINED PAREMTHOODS FOUNDER,
BARGARET SHIIGER,

“

Greorye Girant

BEBEBEBER

Ewdva 22. "Ayyehog d0hopEvog
tov George Grant.

TEOoWTIXES emBETELS vou peprol de diotaoav vo v
yapaxtnoioouv Bniurd Xithep (ewmdva 21) now drlot
dohogévo dyyeho (ewrdva 22)'"". Teyovée mopauévet,
ot 0 Xithe eiye expaobel nOAAXEVTIXA YI0 TO QYO
™G, o xa exelvog eiye on agyioet m dury Tov evyo-
viry-uletint] ®ABCQ0N VOULLOTTOUDVTAS TIC EXTOMDOELS
omd to 1934, Ou epLoodteQot Tov aoyolOnxay e 1o
€0Y0 ™G elyav expoaobel Betird, pe xohanevtnd AoyLo
%o evpevy oyoha. Meta&l tov moAdv dnuooileioewy
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Summary

Margaret Sanger (1879-1966) - a great fighter
Jor contraception

Mantalenakis S.J.

Helen Obstet Gynecol 20(3):195-203, 2008

Margaret Higgins Sanger was an American birth
control activist, an advocate of negative eugenic, and
the founder of the American Birth Control League,
which eventually became Planned Parenthood. Initially
met with fierce opposition to her ideas, Sanger gradu-
ally won some support, both in the public as well as the
courts, for a woman’s choice to decide how and when, if
ever, she will bear children. Margaret Sanger was instru-
mental in opening the way to universal access to birth
control. Sanger was born in Corning, New York. Her
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mother, Anne Purcell Higgins, was a devout Roman
Catholic who went through 18 pregnancies. Sanger was
the sixth of eleven children born alive and spent much
of her youth assisting in household chores. Sanger at-
tended Claverack College, a boarding school in Hudson
for two years. When her sisters were unable to continue
to provide the tuition, Sanger returned home in 1899.
Her mother died the same year, after which Sanger en-
rolled in a nursing program at a hospital in White Plains,
a New York suburb. In 1902, Margaret Higgins married
architect William Sanger and the couple settled in New
York City. Sanger had developed tuberculosis as a result
of the care of her ill mother and her own overwork, and
the Sangers moved to Saranac, New York, for health
reasons. In 1905, she gave birth to her first child, Stuart.
In 1912, after a fire destroyed their home, Sanger and
her family moved to New York City, where she went to
work in the East Side slums of Manhattan.

That same year, she also started writing a column for
the New York Call entitled “What Every Girl Should
Know”. Distributing a pamphlet, Family Limitation, to
women, Sanger repeatedly caused scandal and risked
imprisonment by acting in defiance of the law of 1873,
which outlawed as obscene the dissemination of con-
traceptive information and devices. Margaret sepa-
rated from her husband William Sanger in 1913. In
1914, Sanger launched “The Woman Rebel”, a monthly
newsletter promoting contraception, with the slogan
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“No Gods and No Masters” that each woman was the
absolute mistress of her own body. She was indicted for
violating postal obscenity laws in August. She left her
children and went to Europe under the alias “Bertha
Watson”. There, she had several affairs. She returned to
the U.S. in Oct. 1915. Her five-year-old daughter, Peggy,
died November 6.

On October 16, 1916, Sanger opened a family plan-
ning and birth control clinic in the Brownsville, neigh-
borhood of Brooklyn, the first of its kind in the United
States. It was raided nine days later by the police. She
served 30 days in prison. An initial appeal was reject-
ed but a state appellate court in 1918 allowed doctors
to prescribe contraception. In 1916, Sanger published
“What Every Girl Should Know” providing information
about such topics as menstruation and sexuality in ado-
lescents. It was followed in 1917 by What Every Mother
Should Know. She also launched the monthly periodi-
cal The Birth Control Review and Birth Control News
and contributed articles on health for the Socialist Party
paper, “The Call”. Sanger founded the American Birth
Control League (ABCL) in 1921 with Lothrop Stoddard
and C. C. Little.

In 1923, under the auspices of the ABCL, she estab-
lished the Clinical Research Bureau. It was the first legal
birth control clinic in the U.S. renamed Margaret Sanger
Research Bureau in 1940. It received crucial grants from
John D. Rockefeller, Jr. Bureau of Social Hygiene from
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1924 onwards. Also in 1923, she formed the National
Committee on Federal Legislation for Birth Control
and served as its president until its dissolution in 1937
after birth control, under medical supervision, was legal-
ized in many states. In 1927, Sanger helped organize the
first World Population Conference in Geneva. Between
1921 and 1926, Sanger received over a million letters
from mothers requesting information on birth control.
From 1916 on, she lectured in many places.

In 1928, Sanger resigned as the president of the AB-
CL. Two years later, she became president of the Birth
Control International Information Center. In 1937,
Sanger became chairperson of the Birth Control Council
of America and launched two publications, “The Birth
Control Review” and “The Birth Control News”. From
1939 to 1942, she was an honorary delegate of the Birth
Control Federation of America. From 1952 to 1959, she
served as president of the International Planned Parent-
hood Federation; at the time, the largest private inter-
national “family planning” organization. In the early
1960s, Sanger promoted the use of the newly available
birth control pill. She toured Europe, Africa, and Asia,
lecturing and helping to establish clinics.

Sanger died in 1966 in Tucson, Arizona, eight days
from her 87th birthday and only a few months after
the decision, which legalized birth control for married
couples in the U.S. Sanger’s books include “Woman and
the New Race” (1920), “Happiness in Marriage” (1926),
“My Fight for Birth Control” (1931), and an autobiog-
raphy (1938).
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